
CHRONIC DISEASE PARTNER WEBINAR:

WI Community Health Worker 

Network and CHWs 

Response to COVID-19
Presented By:



Partner Call Overview

• Introduction

• Wisconsin CHW Network Infrastructure History 

• Wisconsin CHW Network Activities Overview

• Registry Online Platform

• CHW Network Summit Updates and Progress

• Wisconsin CHW initiatives for COVID-19 response
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COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS 
(CHWS) WHO ARE THEY ?

A community health workers is a frontline public health workers who is a 

trusted members of and of the community served. This trusting 

relationship enables them them to serve as a link between health/social 

services and the community to facilitate access to services and improve 

the quality and cultural competence of service delivery. 
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American Public Health Association, 2016



MORE ABOUT….
 COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS

They also build individual and community capacity by 

increasing health knowledge and self sufficiency through 

a range of activities like outreach, community education, 

informal counseling, social support and advocacy
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CHWs in Wisconsin

• 2017 census between WI DHS and United 

Voices Collaborative 

• CHWs are in 47 out of 72 counties

• 6 of the 11 Federally Recognized Tribes 

have CHRS

• Nearly half have been working as a CHW for 

5 or more years
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CHWs in Wisconsin

• Working in 44 different health systems 

or clinics/hospitals

• Nearly half of the CHWs have had 

training in a program or health 

education class (15% increase from 

2016)
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CHWs in Wisconsin



WISCONSIN CHW 

ALLIANCE

UNITED VOICES 

COLLABORATIVE

PARTNERSHIPS 2019 CHW NETWORK 

KICK-OFF SUMMIT

Wisconsin CHW Infrastructure History
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Wisconsin CHW Network Overview

NETWORK ADVISORY MEETINGS

• Advocacy Committee

• Curriculum and Training

• Community Linkages
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WISCONSIN CHW NETWORK
REGISTRY PLATFORM

• CHW Workforce 
Networking

• Database of CHW 
trainings, 
professional 
development, 
employment

• Contributing to 
Statewide CHW 
Registry for 
reimbursement
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LINK TO REGISTRY: BECOME A MEMBER at https://www.WICHWNETWORK.com



THEME: 
Connection & Strength of Diversity in communities “We are One”

WISCONSIN CHW 
CONFERENCE 
UPDATES AND 

PROGRESS

OCTOBER 15TH & 
16TH 

WAUSAU, WI

REGISTRATION FEE:

$25: CHWs

$50: Non-CHWs



• Great Rivers HUB: La Crosse, Wisconsin

• Remote/ Virtual visits 
• Electronic ROI signatures 
• COVID education via CDC documents

■ Hand washing material 

■ COVID-19 signs and symptoms 

■ Respiratory viruses 

■ Safer at Home Act 

■ Wearing face masks properly 

• Food Delivery from Emergency Funds 

 

Wisconsin 
CHWs and 
COVID-19

La Crosse
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• Remote/ Virtual visits 

• Weekly CHW check-ins 

• Electronic ROI signatures

• COVID education via CDC documents
■ Hand washing material 

■ COVID-19 signs and symptoms 

■ Respiratory viruses 

■ Safer at Home Act 

■ Wearing face masks properly 

• Food Delivery from Emergency Funds 

• Feed the Need

• MaskUP MKE 

Wisconsin 
CHWs and 
COVID-19

Milwaukee

RESPONSE TO COVID-19 | WI COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER NETWORK



Questions?

UniteMKE/UniteWI
Bria Grant, Founder/Executive Director 
2474 N 37th, Milwaukee, WI 53210
Phone: 414-435-0506
Email: Bria@unitemke.org 

Great Rivers HUB 
Abby Waters, Operations Manager
1855 East Main Street, Onalaska, WI 54650  
Phone 1 608.796.1400
Email: awaters@gruw.org
www.gruw.org

Lindsey Purl, Great Rivers HUB Director
Phone 608.796.1400
Email: lpurl@gruw.org

Morgan Krhin, MPH
Community Health Worker Coordinator
Wisconsin Department of Health Services – Chronic 
Disease Prevention and Control Program
Morgan.krhin@dhs.wisconsin.gov 
Cell: (608) 977-1059

Marcia Morales, MPH
Wisconsin Community Health Worker Network 
Coordinator
Mobilizing Action Toward Community Health (MATCH) 
Group
University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute
mlmorales@wisc.edu 
Cell: (608) 320-5118

Pathways Community HUBs/CHW Network Developers State Agencies CHW Network Contacts

mailto:Bria@unitemke.org
http://www.gruw.org
mailto:Morgan.krhin@dhs.wisconsin.gov
https://uwphi.pophealth.wisc.edu/match/
https://uwphi.pophealth.wisc.edu/match/
mailto:mlmorales@wisc.edu


National Association of Community Health Workers-WI 
Ambassador
Lakeeta Watts
Email: lakeetawatts@outlook.com

UniteMKE/UniteWI
Keetah Smith, Director of Community Clinical Linkages
Phone 414-595-5049
Email: keetah@unitemke.org

 Additional Contacts


